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140 Pearg in the Spirit?

Greetings to you from this lovely windy hill in Monroe
County, iiiinois on the 140th Anniversary of the founding of
Zion United Church of Christ-St. Joe.

BHigtory
Zion Evangelische Kirchen was founded in the fall of
1860 during the waning days of the presidency of James
Buchanan. The State of lllinois was only 42 years old and
favorite son, Abraham Lincoln, was the presidential candidate
of the Republican Party.
On December 20, 1860, just weeks after Zion

Evangelische Kirchen was chartered by the Evangelische =

Kirchenverein des Westens, the State of South Carolina
seceded from the Union and the opening voles of the Civil War
were sounded.

Founding pastor, the Rev. Ludwig (Louis) Haeberle,
was very busy. During his brief three-year pastorate Rev.
Haeberle baptized 133 children, confirmed 48 young people,
performed 16 weddings, and buried 60 members and friends of
the congregation.

The Civii° War became a part of the life of Zion
Evangelische Kirchen when its pastor, the Rev. Friedrich A.
Umbeck, was drafted into the Union Army. As Umbeck later
wrote, “| was drafted into the war. In 1864 the draft for Monroe
County was so and so many men must go; the call came to
me, also to the Catholic priest in Waterloo. The Catholics in



Waterloo sent a substitute. My people spoke of it too, but

such a substitute cost $100.to $600.” _Such.a sum of money.. ... . . .

was considered impossible to raise and Umbeck was mustered
into the Union Army in November 1864. Several families in the

area recalled that husbands;-fathers,-and-sons-were-literally -

“drafted” from farm fields and forced into army service.

Zion Evangelische Kirchen was “born” in the Hartman
House situated about one-half mile northeast of the present
church property. Photographs of the early church identify it as
“The Hartman Church” and many older residents of the area
still recall this name. The Hartman House is still a part of
Zion-St. Joe through its residents, Steve and Carolyn Eagan
and their children, Amy and Zachary who are members of the
church.

The current sanctuary was constructed in 1884 and a

large service- celebratingthe -laying- of the -cornerstone-was-- -~ - -

reported in the newsletter of the Evangelical Church. The
Frauenverein (Women'’s Guild) collected over $400 for the new
structure. The cornerstone probably contained the following
items: a constitution, the names of those who contributed to
the building fund, the statutes of the church body, and a
catechism.

The old church building became the Parochial School
where many older members of the church remember their two-
year confirmation studies. The children stopped attending
public schools and enrolled in what was called the “German

School. The children -learned -the German- language and- - - .

studied the catechism in German.

Church grounds contained more than a parsonage,
church building and parochial school, it was also a working
farm. A barn, grape arbor, hen house, and summer kitchen
filled the five-acre grounds. Sheep grazed in the cemetery.
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As the 20th century dawned change became the
dominant factor in life at Zion Evangelische Kirchen. Industry
was the key word in the United States and urban areas began
to grow as some farm folk left to work in factories. The
typewriter became a central fixture in offices and most
‘secretaries” were men. Electric power was overtaking gas
lighting in cities. The automobile was perfected, assembly line
production plants were built and the need for steel and ail
employed thousands of people. Railrcads expanded as the
demand for industrial output grew. In response to sweatshop
working conditions and long hours union organizing grew as
well.

Early in our history Zion was considered a “frontier”
church, but as the nation grew and the frontier expanded,
Monroe County became more urbanized. The life of the farm
family changed drastically, too. As the nation moved west and
more land was opened to farm production agriculture boomed.
Farmers were caught in the pinch of too much production from
too many farms. Shipping by rail was expensive and because
of overproduction farm prices were low. Farm families found
themselves owing banks for loans, railroads for shipping costs,
and manufacturers for newer farm equipment. Life as a farm
family hasn’t changed much. As a result some family farms
were soid off or divided into smaller homesteads.

In the face of such rapid change and expansion the
“frontier” church held fast to the its foundation of faith,
welcoming new babies, confirming young men and women,
marrying young couples, and burying the faithful in the
churchyard.

Zion Evangelische Kirchen weathered the storm of the
First World War, the flu pandemic of 1918, the Great
Depression of the late 20’s and 30’s, and the Second World




War. These were difficult and trying times for a congregation

whose roots run deep in its German heritage. During the 20's
confirmation classes and worship services were held in
English rather than- German:. SRR

Never a large congregation and always closely tied to
the farm economy, Zion continued to thrive. In 1922 the
congregation voted to construct a new parsonage. The old
building was demolished and the original rock foundation was
crushed to make rock for the concrete foundation of the new
parsonage.

The beautiful, shady front yard of the church is graced

with maple trees brought from the Mississippi River bottoms.

These trees shade the congregation as it celebrates outdoor
worship services, an annual church picnic, and provides the
perfect place for Vacation Bible School playtime. - —

Many brides and grooms have their weddlng plctures
taken under these trees. One Zion family, Lonnie and Gloria
Hoffmann Mund, followed the tradition of having a family
picture taken in front of one specific tree as each of their
children were baptized.

Fellowship Hall was originally built in 1936 for use as a
Sunday School and meeting place. Made up of materials from
the old church barn, the hall has been enlarged and
modernized. The two large rooms are used for church dinners,
meetings, Sunday School classes, quilting, and choir practice
on Sunday morning.- The basement is also used as a Sunday-
School room as well as storage space. The large, well-
equipped kitchen serves up wonderful meals for church
dinners and potiuck suppers. - The buiiding now inciudes the
church office, two bathrooms, and storage space.

At the mid-20th century the nation faced the challenge
of the war in Korea, the push for civil rights, the war in Viet
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Nam, the farm crisis, the changing role of women in society,
and increased use of technology. '

Zion faced the same challenges. Many young men and
women of our congregation were caught up in military conflicts
as well as the struggles at home. Today, many of these same
men and women are the leaders of Zion-St. Joe.

An important and telling fact about the congregation at
Zion-St. Joe and its response to change is the fact that the
congregation has been served by four women pastors over the

past twelve years. Two of these women were students, Joyce

Schroer from Eden Seminary and Paula Kunselman-Adyt who
was completing her ordination requirements. Two, Cynthia
Spetlier and Nancy Spier-Lee, are ordained. The wiilingness of -
Zion-St. Joe to be on the cutting edge of calling women to
ordained ministry sets us as an example to the wider church.
For many years Zion-St. Joe shared a yoked ministry
with St. John UCC in Fults. Many student pastors from Eden
Theological Seminary in St. Louis learned the fine points of
ministry from these two congregations. Sadly, the massive
Flood of 1993 ended this joint ministry when the St. John

congregation voted to close their church. The St. John church

building was purchased by Merrill Prange and has been
completely rehabbed. It is now the site of an annual Christmas
"""""" former members and friends and is used for
weddings, baptisms, and funerals.

Chureh Life and Leadership
Larger congregations point to “program” -- church
school, youth, women's and men’s groups, music and worship
-- a “shopping list” of what their church offers its membership.
Zion-St. Joe, though a smali congregation, has its




program, too. Here the edges between age, gender, and focus
is blurred and everyone is invited and encouraged to lend a
hand at church suppers, potluck dinners, Sunday School,
youth events, and church maintenance.

Women's Fellowghip

As noted earlier, the Frauenverein, was an important
part of helping finance the building program in 1884.

The group now known as Women's Fellowship is
equally important. These women help lead worship at the New
Athens Home for the Aged, Canterbury Manor Nursing Home,
and Monroe County Nursing, assists United Church
Neighborhood Houses, Uni-Pres Kindercottage Pre-School in
East St. Louis, co-sponsors (with St. John’s, Maeystown) an
annual Walk-A-Thon/Bike-A-Thon for Hoyleton Children’s
Home Foundation, supports camp programs at DuBois Center,
makes the best apple butter in the world, sponsors the annual
Advent Potluck Dinner and Craft Fair, sends cards to members
celebrating special days, sponsors the Quilter's, and
participates fully in the life and work of Zion-St. Joe. Pastor
Nancy calls them the lynchpin of the church!

Chancel Choir and Children’'s Choir

Zion-St. Joe is blessed with one of the best small choirs
in the United Church of Christ (personal opinion of the pastor).
Under the direction of organist and music director, Bonnie Wild
Hoffman, the choir provides special anthems for worship and
special occasions during the church year. The annual Choir
Christmas Caroling event is legendary. The music program at
Zion is rich and varied. We are blessed with the musical
talents of several church members including Cullen Clauser,
Melissa Byer, Lonnie and Larry Nottmeier, Gloria Mund, and
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